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Barons which welcomed the prospect of German rule
over the Baltic littoral. M conformity with the
principle of disintegrating Russia., the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk was followed by a German expedition to
"liberate" Finland, and General von der Goltz cap-
tured Helsinki on April izth, I9I8.1 There were no
German Barons to be championed here, and it is as
likely as not that the Finns under Mannerheim could
have liberated themselves, but von der Goltz believed
he was saving Finnish Kultur from Bolshevism.
"These Eastern soldiers had ethical imperialism in
their bones/' wrote Prince Mas of Baden, but Luden-
dorflF wrote in his memoirs, "Not Finnish but ex-
clusively German, interests, took the Germans to
Finland."
When the Pan-German drove out the Kleindeutsch
point of view from Berlin in 1933 it brought into
power disgruntled Auslandsdeutschen like Adolf Hitler
and Alfred Rosenberg, men whose vanity would only
be satisfied when Germans should dominate old
Austria and the Baltic States from which they respect-
ively came; it was the dominant position now enjoyed
by a number of Auslandsdeutschen which helps to
account for the success of National Socialist ideas
among the Germans living in other States, since they
suddenly found themselves in possession of a new
imperial prestige in practice, not only in theory. In
the so-called racial ideology of the Nazis there was
nothing new at all. But Hitler and his associates made
the old Pan-German talk immensely more potent than
it had ever been before through their appreciation of
1 See J. Hampden Jackson, "German Intervention in Finland" (1918)
in the Slavonic Review, July 1939.